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Mother Maria Kaupas Center:                

“Where spirituality,community and leadership merge” 
 

Over the past nine months, the Mother Maria Kaupas Center has 

made great strides in its mission of empowering Catholic youth 

to recognize the importance of community service and 

evangelization in a world that is sorely lacking in both. The 

center’s progress stems from the enlightened leadership of an 

active advisory board, vital support from diocesan and collegiate 

partners and religious congregations and, most significantly, the 

financial and prayerful support provided by the Sisters of Saint 

Casimir and Our Sunday Visitor Institute. 

 

This report highlights important developments at the Center. 
 

 

Very Rev. Martin O. Moran III, Pastor, Divine Redeemer pastor 

Jake Betz, Center director 
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Taking part in a ribbon-cutting ceremony at the dedication of the Mother Maria Kaupas Center in Mount Carmel in April 2015 

are, left to right, Herman Weimer, advisory board president; the Sisters of Saint Casimir leadership team, Sister Theresa 

Dabulis, Sister Margaret Zalot, Sister Immacula Wendt and Sister Regina Dubickas, Bishop Ronald Gainer of the Diocese of 

Harrisburg, and the Very Rev, Martin O. Moran III. 

 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

"Our goal is to promote lay volunteer service that challenges laity, clergy 

and religious to work together in the mission of the Church. The Center 

takes its inspiration from Mother Maria Kaupas who believed passionately in 

each person as being an image of God and as called to be missionary. 

Participants of the Center continue the prophetic witness that Mother Maria 

and her community brought to the people of Mount Carmel over 100 years ago." 
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The Center has fully implemented the scholarship program that was established 

through Our Sunday Visitor’s grant and financial support from the Sisters of 

Saint Casimir. 

The Center hosted a meeting of Catholic campus ministers 

(lay people and priests) from the colleges and universities 

within the Diocese of Harrisburg. These institutions of higher 

education include:  Bloomsburg University, Bucknell 

University, Dickinson College and Dickinson School of Law, 

Elizabethtown College, Franklin and Marshall College, 

Gettysburg College, Lebanon Valley College, Messiah College, 

Millersville University, Penn State Mont Alto Campus, 

Shippensburg University, Susquehanna University and York 

College. The ministers were briefed on the center’s mission of 

community service and how this mission is rooted in Catholic 

Social Teaching. They toured the facility and had the 

opportunity to visit potential service sites in the community. 

The ministers were informed that campus groups who 

perform service work at the center are eligible to apply for a 

competitive grant, sponsored through the generosity of Our Sunday Visitor Institute, to help defray the cost of 

student transportation and lodging. Scholarship application forms were distributed to the ministers. The first 

service visit to the Center occurred the weekend of Oct. 16-18. A group of six from the Millersville University of 

Pennsylvania Catholic Campus Ministry – including the Rev. Brian Wayne, a lay associate minister, three Millersville 

students and a Millersville alumna – spent two nights here and performed two days of community service.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A group from the Millersville University College Campus Ministry made a weekend trip to the Mother Maria Kaupas Center in 

October 2015 to perform community service. From left are Joseph Gonzalez, Michael DeCaria, Kathleen Newcamp, Nancy 

Lapkiewicz, Alicia Spelfogel (associate minister) and the Rev. Brian J. Wayne, chaplain. 
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Service provided by the student group from Millersville 

University included stocking shelves at the Mount Carmel food 

pantry, pickup of litter at two Catholic cemeteries and visits to 

four senior citizens who are parishioners of Divine Redeemer 

Church. Father Wayne brought Holy Communion to the shut-ins, 

and students assisted in prayer services. In addition to spending 

some time with the senior citizens, the students also performed 

minor household tasks, such as painting and raking of leaves. 

The Millersville contingent applied for and was awarded funding, 

through the Our Sunday Visitor grant, to pay for their lodging 

here and a stipend for transportation costs.  

Scholarship money will help defray the costs of transportation 

and lodging .Information about the Our Sunday Visit grant to the 

Mother Maria Kaupas Center was published in the Divine Redeemer Church parish bulletin, in The News-Item (the 

local daily newspaper that serves the Mount Carmel area and the Catholic Witness, the official newspaper of the 

Diocese of Harrisburg. (See Appendix E) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Kathleen Newcamp and Joseph Gonzalez carry boxes 

of donated canned items at the food pantry. 

Michael DeCaria and Joseph Gonzalez paint a senior citizen’s porch in Mount Carmel. 
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Campus ministry groups live out Mother Maria’s vision of service to others

 
  

Catholic Campus Ministry 

students from 

Elizabethtown College 

(Elizabethtown, PA) and 

Franklin and Marshall 

College (Lancaster, PA) 

spent Saturday, Jan. 16, 

2016, at Catholic Campus 

Ministry students from 

Elizabethtown College 

(Elizabethtown, PA) and 

Franklin and Marshall 

College (Lancaster, PA) 

spent Saturday, Jan. 16, 

2016, at the Mother Maria 

Kaupas Center sharing 

faith and life experiences. 

They devoted most of the 

day to preparing special 

gifts and baked treats 

which they delivered 

Sunday, Jan. 17, 2016, to 

parishioners of Divine 

Redeemer Church who are 

“shut in” or in otherwise 

need of visitors. 

 

Members of the Catholic campus ministry groups from Elizabethtown and Franklin 

and Marshall colleges who performed service at the Mother Maria Kaupas Center 

are, left to right, kneeling, Kelsea Davis, Karen Bruskewicz (lay minister) and Sarah 

Frazer, and standing, Lauren Hayducek, Rose Ousey, Megan Donohue, Claire 

Charpentier, Amy Largacha and Ivanna Hernandez. 

 

 
Karen Bruskewicz, left, lay minister, and students Kelsi Davis, Amy Largacha, 

Claire Charpentier and Lauren Hayducek visit Millie Greco. 
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The Center has sponsored a holiday community service                    

program for local college students. 

 

Through a competitive application process, 12 college students were awarded stipends of $300 each in return for 

performing 10 days of community service during the Christmas holiday break (mid-December to mid-January). 

Projects were assigned by the Center, with the program funded by the Our Sunday Visitor grant and the Sisters of 

Saint Casimir. 

Student service projects included volunteering at the local food pantry and at a senior citizen apartment building, 

assistance with parish holiday decorating and dismantling of decorations, making soup and cookies and delivering 

this food to shut-ins, cleanup and organizing of the Center facility to better accommodate future service groups, 

cleanup of local Catholic cemeteries and service at home parishes. 

The program, which will again be held in 2016-17, is open to college students who are members of Divine 

Redeemer Church; two other Catholic parishes in the area, Our Lady of Mount Carmel in Mount Carmel and Holy 

Angels in nearby Kulpmont, and the local Ukrainian Catholic parish, Saints Peter and Paul in Mount Carmel. 

Students are required to submit a written application and write a short essay explaining why they want to 

participate in the service program. 

Faith formation was emphasized during the students’ days of service. The students attended morning Mass each 

day before beginning their service. Sister Mindy Welding, of the Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, 

Scranton, Pa., gave a presentation on Catholic social thought and provided a spiritual reflection on why community 

service is important. 

Two seminarians from the Diocese of Harrisburg who spent 

summers assigned to Divine Redeemer Parish – Bennett 

Smith in 2014 and Michael Metzger in 2015 – spent a day 

with the students and accompanied them when they visited 

shut-ins. 

Mother Maria walked the same streets where these 

students now walk. It is quite likely she sat in the very same 

church during times of public adoration of the Blessed 

Sacrament. The goal of the service project, besides the 

tangible benefits to the parish and community residents who 

are in need, was to inspire these young people to lives of 

holiness and service to the Church. 
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2015-16 Mother Maria Kaupas Center college student service program 

 
Participants above included Divine Redeemer Church members Lee Amarose- Lebanon Valley College, political science; Lucas 

Amarose- Wilkes University, criminology; Angelina Duda- Lock Haven University, health science; Jennifer Bolick- Penn State 

University, biology; Bryan McFadden- West Virginia University, supply chain management; Zachary Wasilewski- Bloomsburg 

University, exercise science. Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church: Magdalena Callahan- Mansfield University, social work; 

Sydney Casey- Bloomsburg University, physical therapy. Holy Angels Church: Luke Holleran- Pennsylvania College of 

Technology, welding; Tyler Holleran- Wilkes University, pharmacy; Jordan Winhofer- Millersville University, biology. Saint 

Peter and Paul Church: Bryce Fiamoncini- Bloomsburg University, nursing; and Kassondra Martz- Bloomsburg University, 

social work. 

 

 
Heather Bolick and Jordan Winhofer pick up disposable memorial flags for the Mount Carmel American Legion. 
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Kassondra Martz and Lucas Amarose sort food donation in the local pantry. 

  

 

 
Sister Mindy Welding, I.H.M., explained Catholic Social Thought and provided  

a theological reflection component for college students in the holiday service program. 
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Father Martin O. Moran III welcomes seminarians Bennett Smith, center, and Michael Metzger who joined college students 

in the Mother Maria Kaupas holiday service program in the students’ day of outreach to shut-ins in the community. 

 

 
Posing for a group photo after completing cleanup of the boiler room in the Mother Maria Kaupas 

Center are, left to right, kneeling, seminarian Michael Metzger, students Magdalena Callahan and 

Jordan Winhofer, and standing, students Lee Amarose, Tyler Holleran, Angelina Duda, Jennifer Bolick 

and Zachary Wasilewski, seminarian Bennett Smith and project organizer Maria Scicchitano. 
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Center is an inviting venue for a day of spiritual reflection               

away from the office 

 
Mother Maria Kaupas inspires us not only to serve our neighbors but to grow in our relationship with God.  

The Center hosted a one-day retreat Nov. 11 for the staff of the Diocese of Harrisburg’s Secretariat for Catholic Life 

and Evangelization. The six-person staff, led by Secretary Dominic Lombardi, spent the day focusing on Matthew 

5:24 and reflecting on God’s infinite mercy and love. The Very Rev. Martin O. Moran III, pastor of Divine Redeemer 

Church, celebrated Mass in the Center’s chapel, and office staff had the opportunity to avail themselves of the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation. Sister Mindy Welding, IHM, is available to offer a program of theological reflection, as 

her schedule permits. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visiting the Mother Maria Kaupas Center in November 2015 for a day of prayer and reflection was the staff of the 

Diocese of Harrisburg’s Secretariat for Catholic Life and Evangelization. They are, left to right, Kate Neri, April 

Reifer, Rob Williams, Ginny Duncan, Virginia Pereira and Dominic Lombardi. 
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A weekend away in prayerful service to others 

 
Guided by Christ, a group of seven young adults – all in their 20s or early 30s – from the Archdiocese of 

Philadelphia stayed at the Center from Nov. 20 to 22 for a weekend of service. The leader of the group, Mike 

Raksawska, learned about the Center through his friendship with Father Moran; they met at Bucknell while Mike 

was a student there and Father Moran was the Catholic chaplain. The working portion of the weekend was 

devoted to painting five of the ten bedrooms in the Center. The group also attended daily and Sunday Mass, 

conducted evening prayers, attended a Holy Hour in the Center chapel and were guests at a regular scheduled 

deanery outreach program for high school students. The group made a generous contribution of money and 

supplies to the Center. Two of the students had been taught by Sisters of St. Casimir, so Jake Betz, Center director, 

wrote an article on their special connection to Mother Maria Kaupas and the Center (See Appendix C). The group 

visited the site of the Sisters’ first residence in Mount Carmel as well the sites of the former Holy Cross Church and 

Holy Cross School. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Members of the Guided by Christ prayer group who gathered at the Mother Maria Kaupas Center in November for a 

weekend of service are, left to right, Ron McIntire, Katie McIntire, Emily Ruzicka, Bridget McNeela, Chelsea Natarian, 

Mike Rakszawski and George Fernandez. 
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A robust partnership with Bucknell University is providing          

exciting new opportunities for community engagement 

 
Bucknell University in Lewisburg, which is approximately 40 miles away from Mount Carmel, has traditionally 

shown a keen academic interest in the communities of the anthracite coal region. Now a strong and evolving 

partnership between the university and the Mother Maria Kaupas Center offers hope that a merger of academics 

and spirituality will provide the right ingredients to usher in a long-awaited community revitalization. 

This partnership is fueled by treasured past associations. The Rev. Martin O. Moran III formerly worked as a 

Catholic chaplain at Bucknell University, and a majority of the Center’s advisory board members are Bucknell staff 

or alumni 

A field station has been established at the Center, which is the basis for sociological and historical research on 

Mount Carmel and the surrounding anthracite coal region. Beginning last summer, student interns spent time at 

the Center with their professors in advancing research projects. 

The Bucknell Center for Sustainability and the Environment is working to facilitate opportunities for Bucknell 

students to advance in learning in their respective disciplines by interacting with individuals and institutions off-

campus in the Mount Carmel area.  

 

 

 
.Bucknell University interns Erin Frey and Adam Bishop, Bucknell Professor Carl Milofsky, intern Jessi Scheimreif, 

Professor Jen Silva and the Rev. Martin Moran stand outside the Mother Maria Kaupas Center in Mount Carmel. 
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A budding partnership: Bucknell + Mother Maria Kaupas Center              

+ the Mount Carmel community 
 

Although they obviously approach issues from vastly different perspectives, Bucknell’s mission mirrors 

Pope Francis’ teachings on sustainability. The pope has urged all people, regardless of their individual 

roles in life, to work to save environmental resources for the benefit and enjoyment of future 

generations. Bucknell wants to help the Mount Carmel community make better use of its resources, 

both physical and human. To that end, Bucknell has designated the Mother Maria Kaupas Center a “field 

station” where faculty and students can work to advance academic and community projects in the 

Mount Carmel area. 

Bucknell hosted a meeting on campus Sept. 30 of approximately 30 people from the university and 

Mount Carmel communities to expand the conversation on how all stakeholders can work together to 

ensure the sustainability of the Mount Carmel area. As a result of this meeting, a “coal region working 

group,” composed of 31 members of the Bucknell faculty and staff, has been formed to track reporting 

on Mount Carmel initiatives, coordinate research and service planning and develop a strategy for 

making future funding requests to the university. 

Departments and offices with individual faculty and/or staff who have expressed interest in the Coal 

Region Working Group include: 

 

 Anthropology  

 Catholic Campus Ministries 

 Center for Sustainability and the Environment/Place Studies Program 

 Comparative Humanities  

 Economics 

 Engineering 

 English 

 Environmental Studies 

 Geography 

 History 

 International Relations 

 Library and Information Technology 

 Management 

 Office of Civic Engagement 

 Political Science 

 Provost Office 

 Small Business Development Center 

 Sociology 
 

The Mother Maria Kaupas Center has spurred, supported or promoted exciting Bucknell initiatives in 

Mount Carmel and neighboring communities. 
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Bucknell swim team holds clinic for Mount Carmel children 

 

 

Sixty-two members of the 

Bucknell University swim team 

helped local children improve 

their swimming techniques at a 

free clinic Jan. 13, 2016, at the 

Mount Carmel Area High School 

pool sponsored by the Kaupas 

Center/Bucknell Field Station. 

The clinic is a prelude to the 

Bucknell athletic department’s 

involvement in a summer camp 

program on school grounds in 

the summer of 2016. 

A task force will be formed in 

early 2016 to plan the first ever 

Mother Maria Kaupas Camp. The 

camp is envisioned by the 

Mother Maria Kaupas Center as a 

way to help improve the quality 

of life for Mount Carmel area 

children, many of whom are 

economically disadvantaged. 

Principal partners in the project 

are the Mount Carmel Area 

School District and Bucknell 

University. The camp, of four to 

six weeks duration, would serve 

students in grades 5 to 8. It will 

be held at the Mount Carmel 

Area Junior-Senior High School. 

Specific campus locations include 

the gymnasium, swimming pool, 

four or five classrooms, the band 

field and basketball and tennis courts. 

The camp agenda will include athletic camps (overseen by coaches from Bucknell and other nearby 

college) and areas of student interest such as engineering, geology, anthropology, the arts, a community 

garden and work on a “getting to know our town” documentary.  

Bucknell University swimmers help Mount Carmel children improve their 

swimming technique. 
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Bucknell initiatives continue to grow and expand 

 

 The Mount Carmel Area High School television studio was visited by a Bucknell Professor Alf 

Siewers who is interested in collaborating with the district in creating a documentary on the coal 

region. High school communications media students then attended a film documentary 

workshop at Bucknell. 

 The Center brought together the university’s management department and a local organization, 

Mount Carmel Downtown Inc., which is seeking to revitalize the once-thriving, but now 

moribund, downtown district. A management class taught by Professor Eric Martin will focus its 

semester project on Mount Carmel, and the director of Small Business Development Center at 

Bucknell will attend a meeting in early 2016 to acquaint business owners with the types of 

assistance SBDC provides. 

 Bucknell faculty and students are using the field station at the Mother Maria Kaupas Center to 

advance research projects. Among these projects are interviews with senior citizens of Mount 

Carmel for a sociology project led by Professor Jen Silva and research involving the problem of 

blighted properties in a class taught by Professor Vanessa Massaro. 

 Through the efforts of Bucknell University, a public program was held in nearby Mahanoy City in 

November on the life and literary accomplishments of the Rev. Emil Kubek, who wrote in the 

Carpatho-Russian language. 

 Under the direction of Professor Carl Milofsky, a member of the Mother Maria Kaupas Center 

Advisory Board, Bucknell sociology students created a film documentary in Shamokin, a 

neighboring city, on a volunteer fire company, the faithful volunteers who maintain it and its 

importance to the community. 

 Janice Butler, director of Civic Engagement and Service Learning at Bucknell University, has 

reached out to the Mount Carmel Area School District. 

Shaunna Barnhart, director of Bucknell University’s Place Studies Program, left, and Vanessa Massaro, second 

from left, geography professor, meet with Mount Carmel Downtown Inc. officers Lynn Kufta and Judith Polites. 
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Coming soon: A video about Mother Maria 

 

 

 

Mother Maria Kaupas (January 6, 1880 – April 17, 1940) 
Born in Lithuania 

Died in Chicago, Illinos 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A video on Mother Maria Kaupas’ first foundation at Holy Cross School, 

Mount Carmel, Pa., prepared by students and staff at Bucknell University, 

is in its final edits. Principal interviews were completed in 2015, and the 

working version of the video was reviewed by the Sisters of Saint Casimir. 

The video will be a resource for the Center and will be housed on the 

Bucknell website. 
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  Kaupas-Bucknell team to attend conference at Notre Dame 

The unique partnership between a small-town spiritual center and a prestigious 

private university has been recognized with an invitation to participate at a 

conference May 24-26, 2016, hosted by the Social Concerns Community 

Engagement Faculty Institute at Notre Dame, Indiana. 

The group, consisting of the Very Rev. Martin O. Moran III, pastor of Divine 

Redeemer Church, Mount Carmel; Jake Betz, Mother Maria Kaupas Center 

director; Shaunna Barnhart, director of Bucknell University Place Studies 

Program, and Carl Milofsky, professor of sociology at Bucknell, will share their 

collective experiences in the formation of a Bucknell-Kaupas Center partnership 

that led to the formation of a Bucknell field station. 

The presentation will relate how Bucknell’s history in the development of the 

field station concept complements the Mother Maria Kaupas Center’s role as a 

point of innovation and energy in a continuing effort to partner with community 

and campus organizations to revitalize an economically depressed community. 
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Helping Mount Carmel Downtown Inc. reach its goals 

 
 

The Mother Maria Kaupas Center is working with Mount Carmel Downtown to advance priority 

community projects. The Center is promoting these projects as worthy of attention by volunteers 

wishing to perform service in the community. 

Projects include: 

 Development of a learning center at Wightman’s Dam nature preserve. 

 An adult technology program to assist people with limited computer skills. 

 Cleanup and new signage at Mount Carmel area cemeteries. 

 Restoration of a public swimming pool and institution of a summer camp, 

 Providing expertise in helping the downtown organization with grant writing. 

 Development of greenspaces to make Mount Carmel’s downtown more aesthetically pleasing. 

 Decorating store fronts to enhance the appearance of downtown Mount Carmel. 

 Improvements to the community’s playground for very young children. 

 New welcome signs at the four entrances to Mount Carmel. 

 Purchase of a walk-in refrigerator for the Mount Carmel Food Pantry, which regularly serves 300 

needy families. 

 Funding of new Christmas decorations for the downtown area. 
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APPENDIX A 

 
MOTHER MARIA KAUPAS CENTER ADVISORY BOARD 

 

 
Herman Weimer, chairman 

Sister Fran Fasolka, IHM 

Wendy Boland George 

Brandn Green 

Jonathan Herndon 

Walt Kozlowski 

Charles J. Lucas IV 

Carl Milofsky 

Karin Morin-Olivetti 

Christopher Raia 

 

Ex-officio members 

The Very Rev. Martin O. Moran III 

Jake Betz 

 

Honorary members 

Sister Regina Dubickas, SCC 

Sister Margaret Petcavage, SCC 

The Most Rev. Ronald Gainer, D.D., J.C.L., Bishop of the Diocese of Harrisburg 
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APPENDIX B 

 
 

 

  DISCOVERING MOTHER MARIA 
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 A special visit ‘home’ for two young women, because  

 of their ties to the Sisters of Saint Casimir  

 

Bridget McNeela and Emily Ruzicka were never in Mount Carmel before, but their visit there in November took on 

a special meaning, thanks to their connections to the Sisters of Saint Casimir – Bridget as a 2007 graduate of Villa 

Joseph Marie High School and Emily as an elementary school student at St. Bede the Venerable School, both in 

Holland, Pa. 

In November 2015, the young women, members of a young adult prayer group in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia, 

had the opportunity to travel the streets where Mother Maria walked during her first mission in the United States. 

Bridget, Emily and five friends from the prayer group stayed at the Mother Maria Kaupas Center in Mount Carmel 

the weekend of November 20 to 22. They devoted the weekend to prayer and spiritual reflection and a busy 

schedule of community service. The group chose the center as the site for their weekend retreat because one of 

the group members, Michael Raksawski, became a good friend of Father Martin Moran during their time at 

Bucknell University, Michael as a student and 

Father Moran as the Catholic campus minister.  

It was during the group’s get-acquainted session 
Friday night with Father Moran and center 
director Jake Betz that Bridget and Emily made it 
a point to mention their school-day ties to the 
religious congregation, and they spoke fondly of 
the individuals Sisters they met during their 
school careers.  

Focal points of a community tour that has been 

provided to every group that has met or stayed 

at the center since its founding in April 2015 are 

Holy Cross Church, where Mother Maria and her 

fellow Sisters worshiped daily, and the nearby 

Holy Cross School. Visitors are always impressed 

with the story of how Mother Maria founded the 

first school for Lithuanian immigrant children in 

the United States, and although, sadly, the 

church and school are now closed, it is inspiring 

to stand there in their shadow and reflect on her 

faith and trust in the Lord.  

When Father Moran learned that two group members were influenced by some of Mother Maria’s modern-day 

followers, he knew one more stop had to be added to the prayer group’s tour. He decided to point out the first 

convent where Sister Maria and her two Sister companions stayed when they came to Mount Carmel in 1907. 

The group’s visit took place Sunday, the last day of their visit to Mount Carmel.  

 

 

 

Bridget McNeela and Emily Ruzicka stand on the steps at 125 

West Sixth Street in Mount Carmel. 
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Coincidentally, as the group members 

exited their vehicles, John Skinner, the 

present owner of the property – 125 

West Sixth Street – happened to be in 

the backyard. When Father Moran 

explained the reason for the visit, Mr. 

Skinner was extremely gracious.  

He and his wife allowed Bridget and 

Emily, and then all members of the group, 

to have their photos on the property. The 

Skinners were, of course, aware of the 

significance of Mother Maria and the 

residence’s proud history.  

Father Moran explained that Mother 

Maria did not live on Sixth Street all that 

long. The Sisters of Saint Casimir moved 

their motherhouse to Chicago in 1911, 

and the Sisters eventually moved their 

convent to 339 South Poplar Street. 

Reflecting a few weeks later, Emily said her visit allowed her to appreciate the beginnings of the congregation of 

the Sisters that so shaped her elementary school experience. “I really enjoyed the visits to their first convent, Holy 

Cross Church and Holy Cross School. It allowed me to see where they came from and how hard Mother Maria 

worked to serve others,” she remarked. 

“Seeing the original convent was incredible,” said Bridget. “It was awe-inspiring to see how the sisters came from 

such humble beginnings and went on to do so much good for so many people.” By the time Bridget attended high 

school, there were very few Sisters of Saint Casimir still working at Villa Joseph Marie. She retains fond memories 

of Sister Concetta, a guidance counselor. Bridget notes the Sister Concetta’s “incredible kindness and sense of 

humor” did much to ease her transition into high school.  

The Sisters were present at St. Bede’s throughout Emily’s time there from first to eighth grades. Sister Bernadette 

Marie was principal for those eight years, and so she was the Sister Emily knew best. “She always told us to ‘walk 

on the silver line, boys and girls.’ in the hallways so that we did not get too rowdy or out of control,” Emily recalled. 

“I probably feel the strongest connection to her since she was there throughout my entire grade school 

experience, and then left St. Bede's when my class graduated. In a sense, it was like she was 'graduating' with our 

class so we had a special connection that year.” After the 2004-05 term, Sister left St. Bede’s and she was 

succeeded by a lay person as principal.  

Other Sisters at St. Bede’s that Emily remembers included Sister Lorraine Therese, first grade;  Sister M. Pieta, “the 

official school greeter who welcomed us into the school building each day by standing at the top of the stairs,” and 

Sister Hilda Marie. 

Emily doesn’t remember the Sisters talking about Mother Maria. When she was contemplating the service visit to 

Mount Carmel, she went to the center’s website and discovered the center’s connection to the Sisters of Saint 

Casimir. “I was interested in the weekend from the beginning, but the connection sparked my interest so I decided 

to come and find out more,” she explained. Emily, a registered dietitian, lives in Newtown.   

 

 

Emily Ruzicka, left, and Bridget McNeela, right, with Mr. and Mrs. John 

Skinner at the side of 125 West Sixth Street in Mount Carmel. 
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During high school, I had the opportunity to learn a little about Mother Maria,” said Bridget, an elementary school 

teacher who lives in Yardley. “As a teacher myself, I have always been inspired by her dedication to education and 

Catholic schooling. I came on this retreat because the sisters have provided me with so many great experiences 

and opportunities. I felt this would be a great way for me to give a little back to them.” 

Bridget is happy she had the opportunity to visit the Mother Maria Kaupas Center. “I am confident that the center 

is going to do so much good for the Mount Carmel community and I am thrilled that I was able to assist them with 

their mission,” she said.  

Emily said the visit gave her an opportunity to “give back not only to the local community of Mount Carmel, but 

also to contribute to the legacy of Mother Maria and the Sisters of St. Casimir. “The sisters at St. Bede's dedicated 

their whole lives to serving us, the youth, and spending the weekend at the Kaupas Center provided me the 

opportunity to appreciate their service and to continue their work,” she said.  

Other members of the group visiting the Mother Maria Kaupas Center were Michael Raksawski, George Fernandez, 

siblings Katie McIntire and Rob McIntire and Chelsea Natarian.  

Emily, identifying what was a major motivation for all seven young people, pointed out the Kaupas Center visit was 

a tangible way of embracing Pope Francis’ mission of stepping outside your own comfort zone to serve others.  

 

 

 

 

Standing outside the former Holy Cross Church in Mount Carmel are, left to right, Mike Raksawski, Chelsea Natarian, 

Katie McIntire, Emily Ruzicka, Bridget McNeela, Ron McIntire and George Fernandez. 
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The Mother 

Maria 

Kaupas 

Center is a 

ministry of 

Divine 

Redeemer 

Church 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 

 

Created from the merger of five ethnic parishes in 1995, Divine Redeemer Parish is a Roman 
Catholic community of believers in the Diocese of Harrisburg. We trace our roots to an immigrant 
population, modern-era pilgrims who brought with them from foreign lands the cultural traditions 
they celebrated and the Faith they cherished. We are their temporal descendants and their 
spiritual heirs. Our parish is their legacy. Separate in the past, now we are one in Christ. We bear 
witness with our lives to God’s grace forming our future as we worship together in faith, work 
together in hope to build community, and respond together in love to the needs of others. 
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